Does general anaesthesia affect the child's auditory middle latency response (MLR)?
Auditory MLR and ABR were recorded simultaneously in 9 children under general anaesthesia, after electrocochleography had demonstrated a normal hearing threshold. In contrast to the ABR components which in all cases appeared to be clearly recognizable, and with latencies within the normal range, MLR revealed gross abnormalities represented by instability of the components and abnormal latency of the detectable peaks. Since such variations in the MLR pattern may be thought of as a direct consequence of general anaesthesia, it seems likely that these potentials reflect a neural activity which, in children, is affected by CNS drugs.